Superintendent’s Message
Dear Parents/Guardians:
As a District, we are extremely grateful for all the support you have provided us and your
children during the COVID closure. We fully recognize the impact that distance learning has had
on all of you, as you were forced to juggle your own professional and personal responsibilities
with supervising your child’s at-home learning. Fortunately, the Governor is allowing for inperson schooling for all school districts located in a region that are in Phase IV of his re-opening
plan and have low numbers of COVID cases. Our region currently exceeds those standards and
qualifies for in-person schooling.
The Governor has created a number of regulations and guidelines that school districts must
follow if they are planning to conduct in-person schooling in September. While we have always
done a good job cleaning and sanitizing classrooms and buses, we have also purchased new
sanitizing equipment, so we can do an even better job with our daily cleaning of the all District
buildings and equipment. We recognize that the majority of parents want their children to be in
school 100% of the school day, and I can confidently state that the majority of the staff agrees.
We will do whatever we have to do to comply with the Governor’s regulations and re-opening
plan, but we will do so by reviewing the feedback provided to us from the parent/guardian
surveys and the faculty/staff surveys so we can address all of the concerns and make the reopening the best that we can possibly do for our students, parents, and staff. At this point, we
have no idea what the total impact on the 2020-2021 school year will be pertaining to sports,
music, and other extracurricular activities, but I will keep all of you informed as soon as I receive
further information.
We remain steadfast in our mission, “To empower all students to excel as citizens in a changing
world”, so we just have to be as creative as possible in managing our current situation. The
District will be utilizing a new learning management platform called Canvas, which will allow
our teachers to provide live instruction as well as pre-recorded lessons. We have reviewed the
parent/guardian feedback regarding how we utilized distance learning in the spring and you
will see great improvements moving forward. With that said, we are extremely proud of our
teachers, support staff, and administration for literally switching to distance learning overnight.
We at Central Square empower our students to constantly grow and learn, and our teachers
and support staff will be demonstrating this in the fall. I am excited for a new year, and I am
confident that we will get to a point when we can look back and be proud of what we were able
to accomplish working together.
Thomas J. Colabufo
Superintendent

CENTRAL SQUARE SCHOOL
DISTRICT ALMA MATER
As we gaze upon our portals,
Stately wide and high
Proudly stands our alma mater
May she stand for aye
Years vanish, slowly age us,
Still we ne’er can tear
thee from memory, alma mater
THEE, OH CENTRAL SQUARE

DISTRICT INFORMATION
For information including a
calendar of events, Board of
Education meeting dates and
times, contact information
and more, visit our website
at www.cssd.org or
scan this QR code.

Transportation
Please take a moment to read the bus regulations and review them with
your child. For public safety, the Central Square School District buses are
equipped with video cameras.
• Observe the same conduct as in the classroom.
• Be courteous; do not use profane language.
• The bus driver is authorized to assign seats and require the use of seat
belts.
• Always cross at least 10 feet in front of the bus.
• Keep head, hands and feet inside the bus.
• Cooperate with the driver.
• Do not be destructive.
• Keep the bus clean.
• Stay in your seat.
• All students must be ready and on time for the arrival of their bus in
the morning.
• No secondary students will be allowed to ride elementary buses to
school.
• If students miss their morning bus, they or their parents will be
responsible for transportation to the middle school or high school.
• When a student loses riding privileges, it is the responsibility of the
parent to provide daily transportation.
• Due to the potential allergic reactions to food or drink, there is
absolutely NO eating or drinking on the school bus.
Communication will be sent to students providing their bus number and
approximate pickup time. These bus routes are subject to change due
to last-minute enrollments. Please call the Transportation Center
at (315) 668-3771 if your child will be boarding the bus at a sitter’s home
or you do not receive a communication from the district.
Please note, the 5:30 bus route does not drop your student off at home.
This route is available for high school and middle school students only.
For further information regarding these routes, please contact the District
Transportation Office.
Some of the high school and middle school bus routes will have
designated bus stop locations. This plan creates neighborhood- based
transportation bus stops aimed at streamlining bus routes for high school
and middle school students.
Please refer to the transportation postcards when they arrive; they will
indicate whether or not your student needs to walk to and from a bus
stop location to board the bus every day.

Sunday

SEPT EM BER 2020
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

6

13

7

Labor Day

14

8

Superintendent’s
Conference Day
No School for Students

15

2

Superintendent’s
Conference Day
No School for Students

9

Superintendent’s
Conference Day
No School for Students

16

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

Staff Development
K-12 Early Dismissal

First School Day
For Students K-12

Friday

Saturday

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

School Registration Information

All new Central Square Central School District students must
register for the upcoming school year. For your convenience,
you can register your child(ren) in one of two easy ways.
• The District now offers an online pre-registration web page.
You can input all of your information into a secured easy-touse template, or
• You can visit our website for registration packets that can be
downloaded and completed prior to visiting the registration
office.
Then visit our website to book your appointment through
cssd.youcanbook.me, or call (315) 668-4220 ext. 70226.
Please call the District Registrar if you need to make alternate
arrangements.
Parents must provide the following information at time of
registration:
• Proof of District residency (such as lease or rental
agreement, utility bill, mortgage commitment papers
or tax bill)
• Child’s birth certificate (mandatory)
• Proof of child’s immunizations (mandatory)
• Previous school address and phone numbers, including
fax number
• Proof of custody
(necessary for non-parent or guardian situations)
• If applicable, most recent Individual Education Plan (IEP)
or 504 Plan
If you have your child’s most recent report card or other school
records, we encourage you to bring those records with you at
time of registration. All other records will be requested from
your child’s previous school.
Parents of students attending private or parochial school are
asked to call the Registrar to notify the District of the school
they are attending. These students still need to be registered
with the school district.
If you have a child who is being home schooled, contact the
Curriculum and Instruction Office to submit your “Letter of
Intent to Home School.”

OC TOBER 2020

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Columbus Day
School Closed

Staff Development
K-12 Early Dismissal

Halloween

Child Nutrition
We sincerely hope this year will be a rewarding educational
experience as we welcome your child to school. One of
the most important ways the Board of Education helps to
ensure our students achieve success in their classrooms is
by providing them with the nutritious foods necessary for
proper development of their minds and bodies.
Our school district participates in the National School
Breakfast and Lunch program and must follow all the set
regulations and guidelines.

My School Bucks
MySchoolBucks makes paying for school meals easy,
convenient, private, and secure. Enrollment is free and allows
you to view the last 90 days of meal history and/or make
payments.
In order to use the optional online prepayment service, a
fee of $2.49 is assessed by the processing company to cover
bank fees each time.
Parents must change the grade and/or school of their
student(s) each year in order for “MySchoolBucks” to work.
For more information on how to use this service, please visit
www.myschoolbucks.com.

Offerings
STUDENT ATHLETE BOXED MEAL:
Order a boxed meal for those away games. Visit our
website for more information!
CLASSROOM PARTIES:
Let us do the catering! For a complete list of catering
options for your child’s classroom party, please visit
our website.

NOVEM BER 2020

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

Parent Conferences
K-5 Early Dismissal

Veterans’ Day
School Closed

Parent Conferences
K-8 Early Dismissal

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Thanksgiving Recess
School Closed

Thanksgiving Day
School Closed

Thanksgiving Recess
School Closed

Student Health Services
The Student Health Services Program wants to ensure the
maximum physical, mental and social development of every
child in the District. This program is an important part of the
District’s overall mission.
Each building in the District has a nurse available for firstaid treatment and to handle any emergencies/illnesses that
may occur during school hours. Parents will be notified
immediately of any such occurrences. Parents are responsible
for transporting their children if they need to leave the building.
It is imperative that the school nurse has updated emergency
telephone numbers at all times.
The nurse is your child’s advocate and wants the best situation
for your child while attending school. Please communicate with
your school nurse so they are able to make accommodations for
your child’s health needs as necessary.

Medications
N.Y.S. Education Law states NO MEDICATION of any kind is to be
given at school without doctor and parent WRITTEN authorization.
This includes prescription, herbal, topical, and over-the-counter
medications. The necessary forms are available on the District’s
website and from your child’s school nurse.

Mental Health Task Force
In 2018, the District established a Mental Health Task Force. We
have representation from staff and stakeholders throughout
our community. Our initiatives include analyzing mental
health resources and procedures currently in place and making
recommendations, establishing and maintaining resources to
support our students and providing related education to staff
and community members.
We continue to expand our partnering with community
agencies and welcome those who may be interested in
collaborating to contact us. This may include distributing
resources, sharing information at health and wellness fairs and
providing training and professional development.
Please visit our website for more information, under the
Community/Parents tab.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Holiday Recess - School Closed

27

28

29

30

31

Holiday Recess - School Closed
New Year’s Eve

Christmas Day

Physical Exams and Screenings
New York State law requires a health examination for all
students entering the school district for the first time and for
students entering grades Pre-K, K, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11.
The exam must be completed by a New York State licensed
physician, physician assistant or nurse practitioner.
A copy of the health examination must be provided to the
school within 30 days from your child’s start date or when
your child enters the grades listed above. If a copy is not
provided to the school within 30 days, an examination of the
student will be made at the school.
If your child has an appointment for an exam during this
school year that is after the first 30 days of school, please
notify your school nurse with the date.
Physical exams include calculating the student’s body mass
index (BMI). This information is sent to the NYS Department
of Health, but no names are given. If you do not want your
child’s BMI information included in the report to the state,
please notify your school nurse by December 1.
A dental certificate which states your child has been seen by
a dentist or dental hygienist is also asked for at the same time
for all newly entering students and students entering grades
1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11.

Immunizations
The New York State Department of Health has revised its
immunization guidelines and requires that every child
entering or attending a District school must present proof of
immunization or proof of immunity by serology (blood test) if
applicable in accordance with Public Health Law Section 2164.
Make sure your child’s immunizations are current by
consulting with your physician.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

New Year’s Day
School Closed

Saturday
1

2

8

9

3

4

5

6

7

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

27

28

29

30

Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day
School Closed

24

Regents Exams

31

Staff Development
K-12 Early Dismissal

Every Student Success Act (ESSA) requires that parents
receive notification regarding access to information
and services.

Teacher Certification

As a parent of a student in Central Square School District,
Federal law allows you to ask for certain information about
your child’s teachers. You have a right to request the following
information:
• Whether they hold a valid state certification for the subjects
they are teaching
• Whether they are teaching under emergency or temporary
credentials
• Their baccalaureate degree majors, and any other graduate
certificates of degrees they hold

Requests for this information should be made in writing to the
Superintendent of Schools.

Title I

Title I services provide access and support for students who
may be lagging behind their peers.
For information on Title I services, please visit our website.

McKinney-Vento Homeless Education
Assistance Act
If you live in any of the following situations:

• In a shelter, motel, vehicle or campground
• On the street
• In an abandoned building, trailer, or other inadequate
accommodations, or
• Doubled up with friends or relatives because you cannot
find or afford housing

You have rights and protections under this Act. Please contact
the District’s Homeless Liaison/Executive Director of Pupil
Personnel Services, Dr. Kristin C. Collins at (315) 668-4220 ext.
70231 for any question or concerns you might have.
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Sunday

Monday

7

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

13

Parent Conferences
6-8 Early Dismissal

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

25

26

27

Winter Recess
President’s Day
School Closed

21

28

22

23

24

Students with Disabilities

Those students identified by the Committee on Special Education
(CSE) as students with disabilities have the opportunity to
participate in school district programs, including extracurricular
programs and activities which are available to all students
enrolled in the public schools of the district. Contact the Pupil
Personnel Services Office should you have questions regarding
the CSE process.

Dolly Parton’s
Free Imagination
Library Program
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
is a free program available to
children (newborn until age 5) that provides one book
every month to children who are registered. The Central
Square School District is proud to offer this literacy
initiative!
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library will help you read with
your child. There are many reasons parents do not read to
their child, but we can eliminate one of them. Every child
will have books of their very own, at no cost to you, thanks
to Literacy Coalition of Oswego County and Dolly Parton.
Each month a new, carefully selected book will be
mailed in your child’s name directly to your home.
They can look forward to new and exciting reading
adventures from Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library until
they turn five years old, as long as you remain a resident
of the Central Square School District. Should the child
move outside Central Square School District, he/she
automatically exits the program.
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is a FREE GIFT to our
children! All you have to do is read to your children. More
information can be found on our website, under the
Community/Parents tab.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

Wednesday

2

Thursday

Friday

3

4

7

8

9

10

11

14

15

16

17

18

21

28

Superintendent’s
Conference Day
No School for Students

22

23

24

29

30

31

Spring Recess

Saturday

Parent Conferences
K-5 Early Dismissal

25

5

6

12

13

19

20

Staff Development
K-12 Early Dismissal

Parent Conferences
K-5 Early Dismissal

26

27

FERPA: Access to Student Records

The Central Square School District Board of Education has
designated the following types of student information contained
in student educational records as “directory information,” which
may be publicly disclosed without parental consent: each
student’s name, address, telephone listing, major field of study,
grade level, participation in officially recognized activities and
sports, height and weight (if member of athletic team), dates of
attendance, honors, degrees and awards received, photograph,
and most recent educational agency or institution attended.
Photo and video images are also considered to be “directory
information” by the District. Students may be videotaped
and/or photographed while engaged in classroom and
extracurricular programs, activities and other school functions.
Videotapes and/or photographs may be shared with the
public through, for example, public media outlets, the district
newsletter, reports, website and other district communications.
Parents (or students who are 18 or older) have the right under
the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act to refuse to
permit any or all of such information to be disclosed without
their consent, except as provided by law. Any parents (or
student who is 18 or older) who refuse to permit disclosure
must notify the School Business Manager at the Business Office
in writing, Central Square Central School District, 44 School
Drive, Central Square, NY 13036 on or before October 4, 2019
of the types of information that they do not want disclosed.

Military Recruiter Access

The release of student directory information is not to be
confused with the release of names, addresses and telephone
listings of eligible students (i.e., a student 17 years of age or
older or in the eleventh grade, or its equivalent, or higher)
to Military Recruiters. The School District will notify parents
that by law it routinely releases this information to Military
Recruiters upon request, unless parents or eligible students
submit a written request to not disclose this information.

Sunday

Monday

APRIL 202 1
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

Saturday
2

3

Spring Recess - School Closed

Good Friday

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

29

30

Easter

CBT ELA Test Admin.
ELA Test Admin.

25

26
CBT ELA Test Admin.

27

28

Asbestos Management Plan
In accordance with the Asbestos Hazard Emergency
Response Act of 1986, all buildings in the Central
Square Central School District have been inspected for
asbestos containing building materials (ACBM). The
original inspection and triennial re-inspection reports
identifying the location of ACBM, the management
plan detailing how the District is managing the
asbestos material within the buildings, and the
semi-annual surveillance reports are available in the
main office of each building and the Maintenance
Department. If you have any questions, please contact
the Director of Facilities at 3 School Drive, Central
Square, New York 13036.

Pesticide Management Plan
The Central Square Central School District uses
Integrated Pest Management practices to reduce
the use of pesticides in the school buildings and
on the grounds. New York State Law requires that
schools maintain a list of staff and parents who wish
to receive written notice forty-eight (48) hours prior
to a pesticide application at their school facility if the
building will be occupied within seventy-two (72)
hours of application. If you wish to be included on this
notification list, or would like further information on
the Central Square Central School District’s pesticides
program, please contact the Director of Facilities at 3
School Drive, Central Square, New York 13036.

Sunday
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

CBT Math Test Admin.
Math Test Admin.

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

18

19

20

21

22

25

26

27

28

29

CBT Math Test Admin.

16

17

District Vote

23

24

Science Performance Admin.

30

Memorial Day
School Closed

31

Recess Day
School Closed

Who Do I Contact for
Questions About?...
1. Student‘s school work:
Contact their teacher at the student‘s school
2. Problems on the school bus:
Contact the transportation department or the
student‘s school office
3. Registration:
Contact the Office of Registration or visit the
District‘s website
4. Health record or student health questions:
Contact student‘s school nurse
5. Student discipline:
Contact the principal at student‘s school
6. District Policy:
Contact the Assistant Superintendent‘s office
or consult the District‘s website
7. School events:
Contact the student‘s school or consult the
District or specific schol‘s online calendar
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July 2020
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

Sunday

THU
1
8
15
22
29

FRI
2
9
16
23
30

SAT
3
10
17
24
31

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

SUN
1
8
15
22
29

MON
2
9
16
23
30

August 2020

TUE
3
10
17
24
31

WED
4
11
18
25

Friday

THU
5
12
19
26

FRI
6
13
20
27

SAT
7
14
21
28

Saturday

3

4

5

Science Performance Admin.

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

15

16

17

18

19

24

25

26

Science Written Admin.

13

14

Regents Exams
Flag Day

20

21

22

23

Regents Exams

27

28

29

30

Last Day of School
& Rating Day
Commencement
In the event that all five emergency (snow) days are used, make up days would
be made up in the following order: May 28, March 29, March 30, March 31, April 1
The Central Square School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, disability, or age. Further, the District does not discriminate
on the basis of religion or creed, sexual orientation, military status, genetic status,
marital status, domestic violence victim status, criminal arrest or conviction record,
or any other basis prohibited by state or federal non-discrimination laws.

District Policies Regarding Technology
With more and more of a student’s time being spent online, it
is important that students and parents understand the School
District’s policies relating to technology and its use.
Please review the following policies with your student(s):
• Policy 7315 Student Acceptable Use Policy
• Policy 8271 Internet Safety/Internet Content Filtering
• Policy 7316 Student Use of Personal Technology
These policies can be found on the District website at:
https://www.cssd.org/Page/94.
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Parents:

All kids entering Grades 7-12
must have the meningococcal vaccine.
Without it, they can’t start school.
About the Vaccine:
• It’s not a new vaccine. It’s been recommended for a decade.
• Most parents already choose to vaccinate their children.
• The meningococcal vaccine has been required for
school entry since Sept. 1, 2016.

Cybersecurity

About Meningococcal Disease:
• It causes bacterial meningitis and other serious diseases.
• Teens and young adults are at greater risk.
• It comes on quickly and without warning.
• Its symptoms are similar to the flu.
• Every case of this disease can result in death or
long-term disability.

Keeping our students’ data security is a high priority for
us. Unfortunately, we are watching data being hacked and
ransomed in every sector of our online lives.
Parents, eligible students (students who are at least 18 years
of age or attending a post-secondary institution at any age),
principals, teachers, and employees of an educational agency
may file a complaint about a possible breach or improper
disclosure of student data and/or protected teacher or principal
data using our new online form. A privacy complaint may be
made using this online form or by mailing the form to the
District’s Data Protection Officer at 44 School Drive, Central
Square, NY 13036.
The form can be found on our website on the Instructional
Technology page at: https://www.cssd.org/domain/176

Check with your doctor. Even kids who have had a shot before
may need a booster to start school.
To learn more, visit
health.ny.gov/immunize

Immunization is Protection.

Student/Parent Online Help Desk

Submit a ticket here: https://forms.gle/3u5gcFwEorDr3VPK8
Or call 315-668-4220 ext 51132
Central Square School District
www.facebook.com/CentralSquareSD

@CentralSquareSD
www.twitter.com/CentralSquareSD
2169
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Daily Screening Process for Students
Parents/guardians should monitor students daily and take temperatures
prior to arriving at the bus stop or entering a school building.
Prior to entering the bus or school building students will be screened
for a temperature at or above 100°. Students presenting with a fever
or other visible symptom related to COVID 19 will not be admitted and
parents will be notified and required to take the student home. Students
with a fever will not be permitted to board the bus.
The District will identify a point person that is responsible for monitoring
this documented data collection.
• Families will complete a COVID Screening Agreement form prior to
students returning to school.
• While taking temperatures prior to entering school buildings/
property (buses)
• Students will remain in line 6 feet apart.
• Students should not come to school if they:
• Have tested positive for COVID-19 or a presumed diagnosis by a
physician or other healthcare provider
• Have been in contact with a person with an actual positive COVID-19
test or presumed COVID-19 diagnosis by their healthcare provider
• Have any of the symptoms on the COVID Screening Agreement
• Feel sick, contact your physician or other healthcare provider to
discuss your medical condition
• Notify district administration, building principal and/or attendance
office of any COVID related absence
If the answer to any of these are YES, the student will not be allowed to
enter the building. Parents will be
asked to take their child home.
If the answer is NO, students entering the building should be logged
in (electronically or sign-in sheet) and provided a cloth face mask or
covering if the student does not have one, and asked to wash or sanitize
their hands prior to reporting to their designated class/area.
If the Student Feels Sick While at School:
• Students will be isolated in a supervised area established in each
building until picked up from school.
• The school nurse will contact the parent and make arrangements for
immediate pick up

Cyber Safety Tip
An Unprecedented Time

Disinformation

The rapid spread of COVID-19 has people fearful and on high
alert. Many of us are turning to the internet for information
about how the virus is spreading or what new orders regarding
closures have been passed by our government. We may be
checking the Centers for Disease Control website or our state
government website for updates. Unfortunately, this sense of
urgency will play right into a malicious actor's hands.

Outside the U.S., we've seen news reports about nationwide
lockdowns and stories on rapidly rising spread of disease. Some
states around the country have been closing schools and
implementing bans on large gatherings. Policies vary from state to
state and even county to county. You may hear rumors about what
is coming to your state. If you hear or read something extreme, ask
yourself:

Malware

Could this be disinformation?

A malicious website "corona-virus-map[dot]com" (DO NOT GO
TO THIS WEBSITE) appearing to be a Coronavirus COVID-19
global tracker has been circulating widely. It is designed to
model an actual tracker developed by Johns Hopkins
University. When users download the map, a Trojan virus is
unleashed. The Trojan can grab sensitive information stored in
your browser such as usernames and passwords and credit
card information. This site is circulating via email attachment,
malicious online advertisements, and social engineering.

If you find alarming
information online,
consider these
questions before sharing
or panicking:

This is the most popular COVID-19/Coronavirus scam right
now, but expect other variations and stay on alert. Today it's a
map, tomorrow it may take another form (e.g. free testing,
apply for assistance). Check sender email addresses and
hover over links to find website addresses before clicking or
opening attachments.

Where to Turn
When you need to verify information surrounding
COVID-19, please check the state or county health
department website. These websites should be a
reliable source for accurate and up-to-date information.

•

Is this a reputable
news organization?

•

Is this article sharing
fact, opinion, or
falsehoods?

•

What is the intent of
the article?

You may discover the authors are selling a product that claims to
protect you from the virus. If that's the case, they have a vested
interest in your panic.
In all honesty, this is uncharted territory for most of us and we
can't be sure what's coming. But, we can evaluate our news
carefully and avoid spreading panic and disinformation.

Protect yourself online by verifying all COVID-19 information before clicking, downloading, or sharing.

School Attendance

•
•
•
•
•

CENTRAL SQUARE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Attributes and Competencies of a Central Square Learner

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATOR AND COLLABORATOR
• Be a team player
• Be well-organized
• Be able to learn and work in an interconnected
digital world
• Be a confident decision maker

CENTRAL SQUARE LEARNER WILL BE ABLE TO:

Communicate effectively
Be an active listener
Accept feedback
Have a growth mindset
Resolve conflicts

INNOVATIVE AND CRITICAL THINKER
•
•
•
•

Self-manage
Be innovative and creative
Ask higher level questions
Leverage technology to improve practices

CENTRAL SQUARE LEARNER WILL BE ABLE TO:

Solve problems
Take risks
Use their resources to construct knowledge
Assess and analyze information
Reflect on their actions

EMOTIONALLY INTELLIGENT
•
•
•
•

Physical and emotional balance
Inquisitiveness
Resilience
Respectfulness

CENTRAL SQUARE LEARNER WILL BE ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE:

Strength of character
Grit/perseverance
Adaptability
Self-awareness
Empathy

CONTRIBUTING CITIZEN
•
•
•
•

Culturally aware
Civic minded
Fiscally informed/responsible
Accountable for their actions

CENTRAL SQUARE LEARNER WILL BE ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THEY ARE:
• Ethical
• Informed
• Productive

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

New York State Educational Law requires that every student between the ages of 6 and 16 be enrolled in a public or an approved private school. The District believes that
academic achievement depends on regular attendance. We urge parents to make school attendance a top priority for their children.
If a child misses school, the parent must provide a written, faxed or emailed excuse within five school days of the absence or the child will be marked as an unexcused
absence. The only excused absences are for doctor and dental appointments as well as illnesses and funerals for relatives.
We work to eliminate unexcused absences, and we appreciate parental assistance in this task. Parents will be notified of any attendance problems. In the rare incidence where
the situation cannot be resolved, Family Court will be notified.
The District sends out daily absence notifications through our mass communication systems.

8.

7.

5.

4.

3.

2.

1.

I GET WIC. CAN MY CHILD(REN) GET FREE MEALS? Children in
households participating in WIC may be eligible for free or reduced
price meals. Please fill out a FREE/REDUCED PRICE MEAL application.

MY CHILD’S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR. DO I NEED TO
FILL OUT ANOTHER ONE? Yes. Your child’s application is only good for
that school year and for up to the first 30 operating days of this school
year. You must send in a new application unless the school told you
that your child is eligible for the new school year.

WHO CAN GET REDUCED PRICE MEALS? Your children may be
approved as reduced price eligible if your household income is within
the reduced-price limits on the Federal Eligibility Income Chart, shown
on this letter. Beginning July 1, 2019, students in New York State that
are approved for reduced price meals will receive breakfast and lunch
meals and snacks served through the Afterschool Snack Program at no
charge.6.
SHOULD I FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF I RECEIVED A
LETTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR SAYING MY CHILDREN ARE APPROVED
FOR FREE MEALS? Please read the letter you got carefully and follow
the instructions. Call the school at (315) 668-4220 ext. 70356 if you
have questions.

CAN HOMELESS, RUNAWAY, AND MIGRANT CHILDREN GET FREE
MEALS? Yes, children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway,
or migrant qualify for free meals. If you haven’t been told your
children will get free meals, please call or e-mail Dr. Kristen Collins
at (315) 668-4220 ext. 70231 or e-mail kcollins@cssd.org to see if
they qualify.

CAN FOSTER CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Yes, foster children that
are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court, are
eligible for free meals. Any foster child in the household is eligible for
free meals regardless of income. Foster children may also be included
as a member of the foster family if the foster family chooses to also
apply for benefits for other children. Including children in foster care
as household members may help other children in the household
qualify for benefits. If non-foster children in a foster family are not
eligible for free or reduced price meal benefits, an eligible foster child
will still receive free benefits.

WHO CAN GET FREE MEALS? All children in households receiving
benefits from SNAP, the Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations or TANF, can get free meals regardless of your income.
Categorical eligibility for free meal benefits is extended to all children
in a household when the application lists an Assistance Program’s case
number for any household member. Also, your children can get free
meals if your household’s gross income is within the free limits on
the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines. Households with children
who are categorically eligible through an Other Source Categorically
Eligible designation, as defined by law, may be eligible for free benefits
and should contact the SFA for assistance in receiving benefits.

DO I NEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR EACH CHILD? No.
Complete the application to apply for free or reduced price meals. Use
one Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application for all students
in your household. We cannot approve an application that is not
complete, so be sure to fill out all required information. Return the
completed application to: Child Nutrition Department, 248 US Rt
11, Central Square, NY 13036.

Children need healthy meals to learn. The Central Square Central School
District offers healthy meals every school day. Breakfast costs $1.60 all
buildings; lunch costs $2.45 Elementary and Middle School and $2.65
High School. Your children may qualify for free meals or for reduced
price meals. Beginning July 1, 2019, students in New York State that
are approved for reduced price meals will receive breakfast and lunch
meals and snacks served through the Afterschool Snack Program at
no charge.

9.

WILL THE INFORMATION I GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes and we may also ask
you to send written proof.

10. IF I DON’T QUALIFY NOW, MAY I APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at
any time during the school year. For example, children with a parent
or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for free
and reduced price meals if the household income drops below the
income limit.

11. WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL’S DECISION ABOUT MY
APPLICATION? You should talk to school officials. You also may ask for
a hearing by calling or writing to: Maureen Phippen Ladd, 44 School
Drive, Central Square, NY 13036, Mladd@cssd.org, (315) 6684220 ext. 70219.
12. MAY I APPLY IF SOMEONE IN MY HOUSEHOLD IS NOT A U.S. CITIZEN?
Yes. You or your child(ren) do not have to be U.S. citizens to qualify for
free or reduced price meals.
13. WHO SHOULD I INCLUDE AS MEMBERS OF MY HOUSEHOLD? You
must include all people living in your household, related or not (such
as grandparents, other relatives, or friends) who share income and
expenses. You must include yourself and all children living with you.
If you live with other people who are economically independent (for
example, people who you do not support, who do not share income
with you or your children, and who pay a pro-rated share of expenses),
do not include them.
14. WHAT IF MY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount
that you normally receive. For example, if you normally make $1000
each month, but you missed some work last month and only made
$900, put down that you made $1000 per month. If you normally get
overtime, include it, but do not include it if you only work overtime
sometimes. If you have lost a job or had your hours or wages reduced,
use your current income.
15. WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE INCLUDE OUR HOUSING ALLOWANCE
AS INCOME? If you get an off-base housing allowance, it must be
included as income. However, if your housing is part of the Military
Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include your housing allowance
as income.
16. MY SPOUSE IS DEPLOYED TO A COMBAT ZONE. IS HER COMBAT PAY
COUNTED AS INCOME? No, if the combat pay is received in addition to
her basic pay because of her deployment and it wasn’t received before
she was deployed, combat pay is not counted as income. Contact
your school for more information.
17. MY FAMILY NEEDS MORE HELP. ARE THERE OTHER PROGRAMS WE
MIGHT APPLY FOR? To find out how to apply for SNAP or other
assistance benefits, contact your local assistance office or call 1-800342-3009.

2020-2021 INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES
FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE
MEALS OR FREE MILK

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

$ 81,622

$ 73,334

$ 65,046

$ 56,758

$ 48,470

$ 40,182

$ 31,894

$ 23,606

Annual
Income

$ 691

$ 6,802

$ 6,112

$ 5,421

$ 4,730

$ 4,040

$ 3,349

$ 2,658

$ 1,968

Monthly
Income

$ 346

$ 3,401

$ 3,056

$ 2,711

$ 2,365

$ 2,020

$ 1,675

$ 1,329

$ 984

Twice per
Month

$ 319

$ 3,140

$ 2,821

$ 2,502

$ 2,183

$ 1,865

$ 1,546

$ 1,227

$ 908

Every
Two
Weeks

$ 160

$ 1,570

$ 1,411

$ 1,251

$ 1,092

$ 933

$ 773

$ 614

$ 454

Weekly
Income

REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART

8

$ 8,288

Total
Family
Size

*Each
additional
person add

Date Withdrew__________

2020-2021 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals

Child Nutrition Department
248 US Rt 11
Central Square, NY 13036

School

Grade/Teacher

F ____R _____D_____

Foster Child

Homeless
Migrant,
Runaway







To apply for free and reduced price meals for your children, read the instructions on the back, complete only one form for your
household, sign your name and return it to the address listed below. Call (315) 668-4220 ext. 70356, if you need help.
Additional names may be listed on a separate paper.
Return Completed Applications to:

1. List all children in your household who attend school:

Student Name






2. SNAP/TANF/FDPIR Benefits:
If anyone in your household receives either SNAP, TANF or FDPIR benefits, list their name and CASE # here. Skip to Part 4, and sign the application.
Name: ______________________________________ CASE #: __________________________________
3. Report all income for ALL Household Members (Skip this step if you answered ‘yes’ to step 2)

$ ________ / ________

$ ________ / ________

Earnings from work
before deductions
Amount / How Often

$ ________ / ________

$ ________ / ________

$ ________ / ________

Amount / How Often

$ ________ / ________

$ ________ / ________

$ ________ / ________

$ ________ / ________

Pensions, Retirement
Payments
Amount / How Often

$ ________ / ________

$ ________ / ________

$ ________ / ________

$ ________ / ________

$ ________ / ________

Other Income, Social
Security
Amount / How Often











No
Income

$ ________ / ________
$ ________ / ________

$ ________ / ________

Child Support, Alimony

All Household Members (including yourself and all children that have income).
List all Household members not listed in Step 1 (including yourself) even if they do not receive income. For each Household Member listed, if they do receive
income, report total income for each source in whole dollars only. If they do not receive income from any other source, write ‘0’. If you enter ‘0’ or leave any fields
blank, you are certifying (promising) that there is no income to report.
Name of household member

$ ________ / ________
$ ________ / ________

SS# 

I do not
have a

$ ________ / ________
Total Household Members (Children and Adults)

*Last Four Digits of Social Security Number: XXX-XX- __ __ __ __

*When completing section 3, an adult household member must provide the last four digits of their Social Security Number (SS#), or mark the “I do not have a SS#
box” before the application can be approved.

White

4. Signature: An adult household member must sign this application before it can be approved.
I certify (promise) that all the information on this application is true and that all income is reported. I understand that the information is being given so the school
will get federal funds; the school officials may verify the information and if I purposely give false information, I may be prosecuted under applicable State and
federal laws, and my children may lose meal benefits.
Signature: ___________________________________________________ Date: ___________________
Email Address: ________________________________________________
Home Phone: _____________________ Work Phone: _________________________ Home Address:____________________________________________
5. Ethnicity and Race are optional; responding to this section does not affect your children’s eligibility for free or reduced price meals.
Ethnicity: Hispanic or Latino
Not Hispanic or Latino
Race (Check one or more) : American Indian or Alaskan Native Asian Black or African American Native Hawaiian or Other Paciﬁc Island

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE – FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY
Annual Income Conversion (Only convert when multiple income frequencies are reported on application)
Weekly X 52; Every Two Weeks (bi-weekly) X 26; Twice Per Month X 24; Monthly X 12
 SNAP/TANF/Foster
 Income Household: Total Household Income/How Often: _________________/________________ Household Size: _________________
 Free Meals
 Reduced Price Meals
 Denied/Paid
Signature of Reviewing Official________________________________________________________ Date Notice Sent:________________

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
To apply for free and reduced price meals, complete only one application for your household using the instructions below. Sign the application and return
the application to your child(ren)’s school. If you have a foster child in your household, you may include them on your application. A separate application is
not needed. Call the school if you need help: (315) 668-4220 ext. 70356. Ensure that all information is provided. Failure to do so may result in denial of
benefits for your child or unnecessary delay in approving your application.
PART 1 ALL HOUSEHOLDS MUST COMPLETE STUDENT INFORMATION. DO NOT FILL OUT MORE THAN ONE APPLICATION FOR YOUR
HOUSEHOLD.
(1) Print the names of the children, including foster children, for whom you are applying on one application.
(2) List their grade and school.
(3) Check the box to indicate a foster child living in your household, or if you believe any child meets the description for homeless,
migrant, runaway (a school staff will confirm this eligibility).
PART 2 HOUSEHOLDS GETTING SNAP, TANF OR FDPIR SHOULD COMPLETE PART 2 AND SIGN PART 4.
(1) List a current SNAP, TANF or FDPIR (Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations) case number of anyone living in your household.
The case number is provided on your benefit letter.
(2) An adult household member must sign the application in PART 4. SKIP PART 3. Do not list names of household members or income if you list a
SNAP case number, TANF or FDPIR number.
PART 3 ALL OTHER HOUSEHOLDS MUST COMPLETE THESE PARTS AND ALL OF PART 4.
(1) Write the names of everyone in your household, whether or not they get income. Include yourself, the children you are applying for, all other children,
your spouse, grandparents, and other related and unrelated people in your household. Use another piece of paper if you need more space.
(2) Write the amount of current income each household member receives, before taxes or anything else is taken out, and indicate where it came from, such
as earnings, welfare, pensions and other income. If the current income was more or less than usual, write that person’s usual income. Specify how
often this income amount is received: weekly, every other week (bi-weekly), 2 x per month, monthly. If no income, check the box. The value
of any child care provided or arranged, or any amount received as payment for such child care or reimbursement for costs incurred for such care under
the Child Care and Development Block Grant, TANF and At Risk Child Care Programs should not be considered as income for this program.
(3) Enter the total number of household members in the box provided. This number should include all adults and children in the household and should
reflect the members listed in PART 1 and PART 3.
(4) The application must include the last four digits only of the social security number of the adult who signs PART 4 if Part 3 is completed. If the adult does
not have a social security number, check the box. If you listed a SNAP, TANF or FDPIR number, a social security number is not needed.
(5) An adult household member must sign the application in PART 4.
OTHER BENEFITS: Your child may be eligible for benefits such as Medicaid or Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). To determine if your child is
eligible, program officials need information from your free and reduced price meal application. Your written consent is required before any information may
be released. Please refer to the attached parent Disclosure Letter and Consent Statement for information about other benefits.
USE OF INFORMATION STATEMENT
Use of Information Statement: The Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act requires the information on this application. You do not have to give the
information, but if you do not submit all needed information, we cannot approve your child for free or reduced price meals. You must include the last four
digits of the social security number of the primary wage earner or other adult household member who signs the application. The social security number is
not required when you apply on behalf of a foster child or you list a Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) Program or Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) case number or other FDPIR identifier for your child or when you
indicate that the adult household member signing the application does not have a social security number. We will use your information to determine if your
child is eligible for free or reduced price meals, and for administration and enforcement of the lunch and breakfast programs.
We may share your eligibility information with education, health, and nutrition programs to help them evaluate, fund, or determine benefits for their programs,
auditors for program reviews, and law enforcement officials to help them look into violations of program rules.
DISCRIMINATION COMPLAINTS

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights
activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the
Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800)
877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

(2)

(1)

email: program.intake@usda.gov.

fax: (202) 690-7442; or

mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html,
and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 6329992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

(3)

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

HOW TO APPLY

CENTRAL SQUARE
44 School Drive
Central Square, New York 13036

The disclosure of eligibility information not specifically authorized
by the NSLA requires a written consent statement from the parent/
guardian. We will let you know when your application is approved
or denied.

You may apply for benefits any time during the school year. Also,
if you are not eligible now, but during the school year become
unemployed, have a decrease in household income, or an increase
in family size you may request and complete an application at that
time.

REAPPLICATION

The United States Department of Agriculture has approved the
release of students names and eligibility status, without parent/
guardian consent, to persons directly connected with the
administration or enforcement of federal education programs
such as Title I and the National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP), which are United States Department of Education
programs used to determine areas such as the allocation of funds
to schools, to evaluate socioeconomic status of the school’s
attendance area, and to assess educational progress. Information
may also be released to State health or State education programs
administered by the State agency or local education agency,
provided the State or local education agency administers the
program, and federal State or local nutrition programs similar to
the National School Lunch Program. Additionally, all information
contained in the free and reduced price application may be
released to persons directly connected with the administration or
enforcement of programs authorized under the National School
Lunch Act (NSLA) or Child Nutrition Act (CNA); including the
National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs, the Special
Milk Program, the Child and Adult Care Food Program, Summer
Food Service Program and the Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women Infants and Children (WIC); the Comptroller
General of the United States for audit purposes, and federal, State
or local law enforcement officials investigating alleged violation of
the programs under the NSLA or CNA.

CONFIDENTIALITY

Federal regulations require schools and institutions to serve
meals at no extra charge to children with a disability which may
restrict their diet. A student with a disability is defined in 7CFR
Part 15b.3 of Federal regulations, as one who has a physical or
mental impairment which substantially limits one or more major
life activities of such individual, a record of such an impairment
or being regarded as having such an impairment. Major life
activities include but are not limited to: functions such as caring
for one’s self, performing manual tasks, seeing, hearing, eating,
sleeping, walking, standing, lifting, bending, speaking, breathing,
learning, reading, concentrating, thinking, communicating, and
working. You must request meal modifications from the school
and provide the school with medical statement from a State
licensed healthcare professional. If you believe your child needs
substitutions because of a disability, please get in touch with us
for further information, as there is specific information that the
medical statement must contain.

MEAL SERVICE TO CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
www.cssd.org

To get free or reduced price meals for your children carefully
complete one application following the instructions for your
household and return it to the designated office listed on the
application. If you now receive SNAP, Temporary Assistance
to Needy Families (TANF) for any children or participate in the
Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), the
application must include the children’s names, the household
SNAP, TANF or FDPIR case number and the signature of an adult
household member. All children should be listed on the same
application. If you do not list a SNAP, TANF or FDPIR case number
for any household member, the application must include the
names of everyone in the household, the amount of income
of each household member, and how often it is received and
where it comes from. It must include the signature of an adult
household member and the last four digits of that adult’s social
security number, or check the box if the adult does not have
a social security number. An application for free and reduced
price benefits cannot be approved unless complete eligibility
information is submitted, as indicated on the application and
in the instructions. Contact your local Department of Social
Services for your SNAP or TANF case number or complete the
income portion of the application. No application is necessary if
the household was notified by the SFA their children have been
directly certified. If the household is not sure if their children have
been directly certified, the household should contact the school.
REPORTING CHANGES
The benefits that you are approved for at the time of application
are effective for the entire school year and up to 30 operating days
into the new school year (or until a new eligibility determination
is made, whichever comes first). You no longer need to report
changes for an increase in income or decrease in household size,
or if you no longer receive SNAP.
INCOME EXCLUSIONS
The value of any child care provided or arranged, or any amount
received as payment for such child care or reimbursement for costs
incurred for such care under the Child Care Development (Block
Grant) Fund should not be considered as income for this program.
REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBLE STUDENTS
Beginning July 1, 2019, students in New York State that are
approved for reduced price meals will receive breakfast and lunch
meals and snacks served through the Afterschool Snack Program
at no charge.
NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT
In the operation of child feeding programs, no child will be
discriminated against because of race, sex, color, national origin,
age or disability.
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