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Under the Budget Proposed
for the 2025-26 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR* 
Tax Exemption Savings

$ 473

Estimated Basic STAR** Exemption based on a 
hypothetical home within the school district with a full 
value of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000).

The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is 
authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

2025-26 Central Square School District Budget Notice 

Overall Budget Proposal 
Budget Adopted  
for the 2024-25   

School Year 

Budget Proposed 
for the 2025-26 

School Year 

Contingency Budget 
for the 2025-26 
School Year * 

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $   98,563,083  $  102,658,363 $  101,696,119 

Increase/Decrease for the 2025-26 School Year 

 

$      4,095,280 $      3,133,036 

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget            4.15% 3.18% 

Change in the Consumer Price Index 2.95% 
 
 

 

A.  Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $    32,074,827 $   33,037,071  

B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $             0 $           0  

C.  Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $             0    $        0  

D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $             0 $           0  

E.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $    32,074,827 $    33,037,071 $   32,074,827 

F.  Total Permissible Exclusions $             0 $           0  

G.  School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $    32,074,827 $    33,037,071  

H.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library 
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D) 

$    32,074,827 $    33,037,071  

I.  Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval –  
      See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** 

$              0 $              0  

 

 Administrative Component $   9,342,959 $   9,586,406 $   9,586,406 

 Program Component $  73,893,189 $  76,317,593 $  75,505,349 

Capital Component $  15,326,935 $  16,754,364 $  16,604,364 

 

* What does a contingency budget mean?  The initial proposed budget was defeated by district voters.  The Board of Education may adopt a 
contingency budget or present a budget for a second vote.  The Board of Education has decided to propose a new budget. If this proposed budget 
is defeated by district voters, the Board of Education is legally bound to adopt a contingency budget. In a contingent budget, there would be no 
purchase of new equipment unless deemed for health and safety reasons, no new capital expenditures and outside organizations may have to pay 
for facilities use. A contingency budget jeopardizes valuable programs and affects the positive direction of our school district.  Our students’ 
education is an investment in the future of our community which is beneficial to everyone.   
 

 
   

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings** for the 2025-2026 School Year 

 
$     473 

Estimated Basic STAR** Exemption based on a hypothetical home within the school district with a full value of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000).   
The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law. 
  



BUDGET REVENUES

Revenue 
Category

2024 – 25
Budget

2025 – 26
Proposed

Dollar
Change

State Aid $ 58,913,256 $ 61,578,332 $ 2,665,076

Tax Levy 32,074,827 33,037,071 962,244

Fund Balance 3,000,000 3,000,000 0

Other 4,575,000 5,042,960 467,960

TOTAL REVENUES $ 98,563,083 $ 102,658,363 $ 4,095,280

State Aid
60%

Tax Levy
32%

Fund Balance
3%

Other 5%



BUDGET EXPENDITURES

Expense Category
2024-25
Budget

2025-26
Proposed

Dollar
Change

Salaries $ 46,025,067 $ 47,461,944 $ 1,436,877

Fringe Benefits 26,355,520 26,940,428 584,908

CiTi (BOCES) Services 12,525,986 13,200,551 674,565

Debt Services 7,485,000 8,560,000 1,075,000

Other 4,436,510 4,660,440 223,930

Utilities & Fuel 1,735,000 1,835,000 100,000

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 98,563,083 $ 102,658,363 $ 4,095,280

Salaries
46%

Fringe 
Benefits

26%

BOCES 
Services

13%

Debt 
Service

8%

Other
5%

Utilities & Fuel
2%



BUDGET EXPENDITURES IN REQUIRED THREE CATEGORIES

Expense Category
2024 – 25 

Budget
2025 – 26 
Proposed

Dollar 
Change

PROGRAM EXPENDITURES $ 73,893,189 $ 76,317,593 $ 2,424,404

K-12 Instructional 64,251,097 66,349,732 2,098,635

Pupil Transportation 9,642,092 9,967,861 325,769

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENDITURES $ 9,342,959 $ 9,586,406 $ 243,447

School Supervision/Curriculum 3,415,739 3,544,164 128,425

Business & Finance 2,941,014 3,024,849 83,835

CiTi (BOCES) Services 2,409,500 2,431,500 22,000

Central Administration 495,629 510,816 15,187

Board of Education 81,077 75,077 (6,000)

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES $ 15,326,935 $ 16,754,364 $ 1,427,429

Operations & Maintenance 7,841,935 8,194,364 352,429

Transfers - Debt Service/Other Funds 7,485,000 8,560,000 1,075,000

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 98,563,083 $ 102,658,363 $4,095,280



PROGRAM CAPITAL ADMINISTRATIVE

• Salary & Benefits of all Teachers and 
Staff (both Regular and Special ED)

• Sports & Co-curricular activities
• Music, Art & Technology Programs
• Library Services
• Transportation

• Salary & Benefits of all Operation 
and Maintenance Staff

• Equipment
• Supplies & Contracted Services
• Utilities
• Debt Service

• Salary & Benefits of all 
Administrative Staff 

• Superintendent’s Office
• Business Office
• BOCES Administrative Costs
• Board of Education Expenses

Program 
75%

Capital
16%

Admin.
9%

Proposed Budget:  $ 102,658,363

































Tax Levy vs. Tax Rate

• Tax Levy is the total amount of money a school district raises in 

taxes each year from all property owners in the district. 

• Tax Rates are calculated by dividing the total amount 

of the tax levy by the total taxable assessed value 

(Town Assessor’s Office) in a community. 

• Tax rates are affected by changes in municipal assessments 

and state equalization rates (NYS Board of Real Property Tax Services), which 

are determined in the summer. 

• The tax rate is used to calculate each individual property tax bill.



So why did my taxes increase?

• Tax rates for each municipality within the district are set each August. They are 

based on the tax levy for the year and final municipal assessments for each of 

the towns (11). Tax rates vary between towns because property in each is 

assessed at different levels in relation to full market value. The state assigns 

each town an equalization rate to fairly divide the tax levy between the towns.

• The district does not control any part of the assessment or equalization 

process. Questions about assessments and equalization rates should be 

directed to the appropriate town assessor’s office.







2024 

Full Value 

Tax Rates 














